Distribution of dopamine D2 receptor mRNA splice variants in the rat by solution hybridization/protection assay.
We investigated the distribution of the two dopamine D2 receptor mRNA splice variants in the rat using a sensitive and quantitative solution hybridization/nuclease protection assay. In all brain and endocrine regions studied, both splice variants were detected and the mRNA of the longer form (D2L) was more abundant than that of the shorter form (D2S). The lowest percentages of D2S were found in the pituitary and adrenal glands.